
From Our Church Council 
On Sunday, June 25, 2017  at a called meeting, the  
congregation voted to call a new pastor.   
We are pleased to welcome... 
REV. EMILY M. EDENFIELD 

as Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s new pastor! 
Please pray for Pastor Edenfield and the members of  
Wittenberg as we enter this next phase of our church life.  
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ELCA VISION:  

 

Claimed by God’s grace 
for the sake of the world, 
we are a new creation 
through God’s living word 
by the power of the Holy 
Spirit; 
 
Gathered by God’s grace 
for the sake of the world, 
we will live among God’s 
faithful people, hear 
God’s word and share 
Christ’s supper; 
 
Sent by God’s grace for 
the sake of the world, we 
will proclaim the good 
news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, 
serve all people following 
the example of our Lord 
Jesus, and strive for jus-
tice and peace in all the 
world.  

Pastorõs Reflection 
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GATHERED IN BAPTISM       FED BY WORSHIP       SENT OUT AS SERVANTS 

I would like to ñgive thanksò for the Call 
of Rev. Emily Edenfield to be the pastor 
of Wittenberg Lutheran Church.  As we 
gathered for worship on Sunday, June 
25, 2017, there was anticipation as the 
special business meeting was conduct-
ed before and after our worship.  God 
bless the people of Wittenberg Lutheran 
Church!  May God empower you and 
Pastor Edenfield as Godôs mission con-
tinues through this congregation! 
 
Regarding the Calling of a new pastor.  
I would like to express appreciation to 
our church call committee and church 
council for leading us in this call pro-
cess.  It has taken time and work for all 
involved, thank you!   
 
I will be out of town on Sundayôs July 16 
and 23.  Our pulpit guest on the 16th 
will be Rev. Eric Wolf who is the Assis-
tant to the Bishop for the South Carolina 
Synod.  Our pulpit guest on the 23rd will 
be Rev. Carroll Robinson who is a re-

tired ELCA pastor living in Irmo, South 
Carolina.  Please welcome these two 
guests to our church. 
 
The last week in June was Vacation 
Bible School.  It was encouraging to see 
children and adults gather each night 
for faith formation, a good supper and a 
joyful time of fellowship.  A special 
thanks to all who worked hard to make 
VBS a special time at Wittenberg Lu-
theran Church this year!   
 
May God bless you and your family as 
you celebrate July 4th and the wonder-
ful summer months.  Our prayers go 
with you as you travel on vacations and 
take time for recreation.  Please be 
watching for information on the process 
of welcoming a new pastor.  I am look-
ing forward to seeing you in church 
when you are in town.  
 

Godôs peace, 
PGB 
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     When we came to Sunday School on Sunday, 
June 4, we were surprised to see  a huge wooden 
cross on the wall of the fellowship hall.  Upon real-
izing that is was a project of Brian Shealyõs; a project 
that he had discussed with our former pastor, we 
asked him to write up a paragraph about it.  Below 
is what he had to say about this beautiful addition.  
      
    Mary Ann Shealy,  
    Council President 

 
 
   òThe cross dimensions are 8' x 4'. It is made of century
-old lumber from the original "Matthews & Bouknight" 
building on Main Street in Leesville, currently known as 
Economy Furniture Co.  The building was originally 
built in the 1910s.  The main vertical beam is "Heart 
Pine," which is the heartwood of the longleaf pine 
tree.  Heart Pine is extremely hard, strong, and stable 
and produces incredible color, tone, and hardness.  The 
cross reminds us of the sacrifice made for us for the for-
giveness of our sins so that we may be saved.  The wood 
was chosen for the "look," but following construction, I 
contemplated that the wood of the cross closely resembles 
our human traits, unique, imperfect, and rustic, but 
beautiful and strong when we accept Christ into our life 
and let our light shine through others.ó     

This is a reminder to Thrivent members as to how Thrivent can help Wittenberg.  The first way is for 
members to direct Choice Dollars to Wittenberg.  Many of you already do this.  We have received $969 Choice 
Dollars so far this year.  You can donate on line by going to Thrivent.com. If you havenôt enrolled on line do so 
and then you can check your account for Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you rather talk to someone you can call 
Member Care Services at 1-800-847-4836 and say Choice Dollars and they will be glad to help you.  Another 
way Thrivent can help Wittenberg is Thrivent Action Teams.  Benefit members can have 2 teams each year.  
Associate members can have 1 per year with a maximum of 3.  Information about Action Teams can be found 
on line or by calling Member Care Services and say Thrivent Action Teams.  Pastor Sherman did a couple of 
these teams with the Youth.  If you donate Choice Dollars please let Connie Kramer know how much you do-
nated and what fund you would like it placed.  My number is 532-5558 and my email is 

bgsu72scus@yahoo.com.  Any questions you have about Thrivent just give me a call and I will try to help you. 

mailto:bgsu72scus@yahoo.com


  SERVING THIS MONTH  
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S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  0 2  :   
   Greeters .................................. Freida Banks, Hazel Cooper  
   Altar Guild ........................ Debbie Sawyer, Hazel Cooper,  
                                       Diane Spradley, Wendy Epting 
   Sunday School Nursery ..................... Dawn Bedenbaugh 
   Childrenõs Church ................... Ashley & Tripp Bouknight  
   Nursery .............................................. Toshia & Freida Banks 
   Worship Assistant ............................ Margaret Caughman  
   OSJ Advisor .................................................... Nevin Rodgers  
   Acolyte ............................................................ Grae McDonald  
   Almsbearer ................................................... Abby McDonald  
   Crucifer ......................................................... Emma Bellflower  
   Ushers ................................ Courtney McInnis, John Oxner 
   Tellers ......................................... Crissie Kirby, Ann Nichols  
   Next Week .............................. Dean Rodgers, Julia Shealy   
   Altar Flowers .... In Memory of Billy Shealy & John Mullins; 
                               By: Anne Shealy & Dorothy Mullins 
   BBW ....................................................................... Allie Crowley  
   Sunday School Opening ................................ Tom Sawyer 
 
 

  
S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  0 9 : 
   Greeters .................................. Freida Banks, Hazel Cooper  
   Altar Guild ........................ Debbie Sawyer, Hazel Cooper,  
                                       Diane Spradley, Wendy Epting 
   Sunday School Nursery .................................... Julia Shealy 
   Childrenõs Church ............................ Chancie & Todd Frick  
   Nursery ...................................................... Liz & Theo Walker 
   Lay Reader ........................................................ Robert Epting  
   OSJ Advisor .................................................... Nevin Rodgers  
   Acolyte ...................................................................... Zane Price  
   Almsbearer ....................................................... Maddie Smith  
   Crucifer .................................................................. Emily Halsey  
   Ushers ................................ Courtney McInnis, John Oxner 
   Tellers ....................................... Dean Rodgers, Julia Shealy  
   Next Week .................... Mary Ann Shealy, Chip Spradley   
   Altar Flowers:In Honor of Our Children, Grandchildren, 
    & in Memory of our Parents. By: Otho & Mary Shealy 
   BBW ................................................................... Debbie Sawyer  
   Sunday School Opening ................................ Tom Sawyer 
 
 
S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  1 6 : 
   Greeters .................................. Freida Banks, Hazel Cooper   
   Altar Guild ........................ Debbie Sawyer, Hazel Cooper,  
                                       Diane Spradley, Wendy Epting 
   Sunday School Nursery ........................... Rebecca Dasher 
   Childrenõs Church .................. Betsy Dority, Kayce Shealy  
   Nursery ............................................ Jennifer & Mike Patrick 
   Lay Reader ........................................................ Robert Epting  
   OSJ Advisor .................................................... Nevin Rodgers  
   Acolyte ................................................................ Wes McNabb  
   Almsbearer ..................................................... Cayce McNabb  
   Crucifer .............................................................Adam Almgren  
   Ushers ................................ Courtney McInnis, John Oxner 
                                                             continued>>>  

 JULY 16 continued...  
   Tellers ............................. Mary Ann Shealy, Chip Spradley  
   Next Week .............. Margaret Caughman, Allie Crowley   
   Altar Flowers......... In Memory of Gamma (Mavis Price); 
                            By: Zane, Lane, Shayla, Ella, & Sophie 
   BBW .............................................................. Jennifer Spradley  
   Sunday School Opening ................................. Tom Sawyer 
 
 
 
S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  2 3 : 
   Greeters .................................. Freida Banks, Hazel Cooper  
   Altar Guild ........................ Debbie Sawyer, Hazel Cooper,  
                                       Diane Spradley, Wendy Epting 
   Sunday School Nursery ................. Rhonda Bedenbaugh 
   Childrenõs Church .......................... Toshia & Freida Banks  
   Nursery .............................. Rhonda & Dawn Bedenbaugh 
   Lay Reader ......................................................... Robert Epting  
   OSJ Advisor ..................................................... Nevin Rodgers  
   Acolyte ................................................................. Jayden Banks  
   Almsbearer .................................................. Marissa Spradley  
   Crucifer ................................................................. James Banks  
   Ushers ................................ Courtney McInnis, John Oxner 
   Tellers ....................... Margaret Caughman, Allie Crowley  
   Next Week ................................... Larry Dasher, Cher Davis   
   Altar Flowers....... In Memory of Robin Swygertõs BDay; 
                                             By: Benjie, Wills, & Patrick 
   BBW ......................................................................................... TBD  
   Sunday School Opening ................................. Tom Sawyer 
 
 
 

S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  3 0 : 
   Greeters .................................. Freida Banks, Hazel Cooper  
   Altar Guild ........................ Debbie Sawyer, Hazel Cooper,  
                                       Diane Spradley, Wendy Epting 
   Sunday School Nursery ........................ Samantha Trotter 
   Childrenõs Church ................................... Josie & Don Price  
   Nursery ............................................... Chancie & Todd Frick 
   Lay Reader ......................................................... Robert Epting  
   OSJ Advisor ..................................................... Nevin Rodgers  
   Acolyte .................................................................... Tripp Smith  
   Almsbearer ..................................................... Patrick Swygert  
   Crucifer ........................................................... Brayden Patrick  
   Ushers ................................ Courtney McInnis, John Oxner 
   Tellers ............................................ Larry Dasher, Cher Davis  
   Next Week ............................. Gregory Dority, Jay Hendrix   
   Altar Flowers...... In Honor of Our Children, Grandchildren, 
     Greatgrands. In Memory of Wyman Banks & Brady     
     Nichols. By: Freida Banks and Sue Nichols. 
   BBW ..................................................... Last Sunday Breakfast 
   Sunday School Opening ................................. Tom Sawyer 



Wittenberg Youth - mark 
your calendars for July 
22-23. We will spend the 
22nd on Lake Murray 
with an overnight camp-
ing trip followed by 
church on Sunday 
morning at Macedonia 
Lutheran Church.  

Also, mark your calen-
dars for meetings at the 
Waffle House on July 14 
& 28 at 8:30am.  

 

 

 

*CHURCH OFFICE*  
In observance of  Inde-

pendence Day, the 
church office will be 

closed July 3 & 4.   

NOISY OFFERING: 
Thank you all who donated to 
our Noisy Offering! I know our 
children all enjoyed collecting 
change and using the ñnoiseò to 
celebrate Jesus during church. 
Our next Noisy Offering will take 
place on  July 16. Please re-
member to bring your change (or 
dollars) that day. All money do-
nated will go to the food pantry.  
 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS: 
Can you spare just a few hours 
a month? Volunteers are still 
needed for the Food Pantry on 
Friday & Saturday mornings 
from 9am-12n. Please sign up 
on the form in the kitchen. 
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PARISH EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

WELCA CIRCLE MEETINGS: 
None This Month 
 
 
MUTUAL MINISTRY:  A meet-
ing of the Mutual Ministry com-
mittee will be held at church on 
July 27 at 10am.  Contact Ann 
Nichols for more info. 
 
 
SOUP KITCHEN: The soup 
kitchen will be serving on Satur-
day, July 22, 10:30am - 12n.  
Please contact Jennifer Spra-
dley or Jennifer Patrick with any 
questions, donations, or volun-
teer times. 
 
 
LUTHERAN MEN:    
Will have their regular meeting 
on Monday, July 24 at 7:30pm in 
the church fellowship hall.   
 
 
DORCASô QUILTERS:  Dorcasô 
quilters meet the 3rd Weds. of 
each month on the 3rd floor of 
the educational building.  Join us 
at 10am to help make quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.  
 
 
BAND & CHOIR PRACTICE: 
On Weds., July 12 ONLY! 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Please 
note, we have a new answering 
system at the church office.  
During business hours, you 
simply need to press 2 to be 
transferred to the Parish Admin-
stratorôs office.  Or, if you are 
trying to reach the Pastor or the 
Preschool, simply listen to the 
prompt and press the corre-
sponding number.  



 

   Jul 10 - Kevin & Melissa Halsey 
   Jul 11 - Chris & Allie Crowley 
   Jul 16 - Ross & Sonya Cary 
   Jul 19 - FH III & Susie Hendrix  
   Jul 23 - Brent & Julia Shealy 
   Jul 31 - John & Toshia Banks 
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FAMILY  OF BENJIE  RIKARD , 

FAMILY  OF ELIZABETH  BARNES ,  

MARY SHEALY , RAY SMITH , 

BARBARA  N IVENS , JAYCOB  

BANKS , TISSY PRICE , F.H. H EN-

DRIX  III, R ICKY  LEAPHART , JON 

& M ERLYN  WATKINS , JULIA  

SHEALY , SUE  N ICHOLS , PAT 

AYERS, BRENDA  HOWARD , SU-

SAN  SHEALY , HAZEL  COOPER, 

SYBIL  ERGLE , BRENT  SHEALY , 

OTHO  SHEALY , JENNIFER  

MCINNIS  & F AMILY , JACKIE  

FRICK , FAMILY  OF PAUL  WIL-

FORD  SWYGERT  (FATHER  OF 

CHRIS  SWYGERT ), SHERYL  

PRICE  

 

Jennifer Lineberger, Rachel 

Crowder (Sue Nicholsõ Daugh-

ter In Lawõs Mother), Brad 

Cary (brother of Ross & Fowler 

Cary), Harold Stone (brother 

of Sue Nichols), Samantha In-

gram, Bud & Louise Foster 

(food pantry volunteers), Eliza-

beth McKendree Caughman 

(granddaughter of Ginger & 

Bill Caughman), David Curtis  

Prayer List Policy 
Wittenberg Lutheran Church posts prayer 

requests in the weekly bulletin and monthly 
newsletter.  Prayer requests on behalf of the 
families of deceased individuals appear in 
publications for six months. All other prayer 

requests appear in publications for two months 
unless a longer duration  is requested by the 

person(s) who made the original  
prayer request. 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

Words canõt express how excit-
ed I am to be a part of the 
Wittenberg Lutheran Preschool 
Program. Everyone has been so 
friendly and helpful. I already 
feel like a part of the family. I 
canõt wait to share with our 
children my love for our Lord 
and Savior, and his will for us 
to all grow in faith and 
knowledge of him.  I have been 
in early childhood education for 
nine years. I have a masterõs 
degree in curriculum and in-
struction from Lesley Universi-
ty.  I have a daughter, Grace, 
who is 10 and a four -year-old 
bassett hound, Kash.  When I 
am not at the preschool I enjoy 
going to the beach, riding on 
the lake, traveling to new plac-
es, paddle boarding, crocheting 
and scrapbooking.  
 I love being with the 
younger children because they 
are so eager to learn. We have 
such a great group of children 
at the preschool. Our teachers 
do an outstanding job keeping 
our kids engaged and learning 
throughout the day. The kids 
are getting to enjoy water days 
each Wednesday throughout 
the summer. They are currently 
learning about values and char-
acter.  I hope to continue lead-
ing the preschool in a positive 
direction, growing in a way that 
is pleasing to the Lord as we 
work together to educate and 
train up our children in the way 
they should go (Proverbs 22:6).  
 
For the Children,  
Lacye Oswalt  

 2 .............. Will Caughman 
 2 ............. Grae McDonald 
 2 ................... Eva Watson 
 3 ............... Summer Burns 
 3 ................... Bobby Price 
 6 ........... Jack Bouknight IV 
 11 ................. Doris Antley 
 11 ....... Tracy Bedenbaugh 
 11 ........ Shawn Belcher Jr. 
 11 ..................Kim Feaster 
 11 .............. Larry Hamrick 
 11 .... Robert Householder 
 14 .......... Cricket Leaphart 
 14 ................ River Rauton 
 14 ................. Jada Rogers 
 15 ..................... Carl Cook 
 15 ............... Michael Price 
 16 ......... Jennifer Spradley 
 17 ................ William Cary 
 17 ................ Doug Crolley 
 18 .................. Von Bickley 
 18 ................ Harley Miller 
 19 ............ Sandy Spradley 
 20 .............. Brett Spradley 
 21 ............... Jason Feaster 
 21 ........... Gerald Long, Sr. 
 23 .......... Mary Ann Sullins 
 24 ................... Sonya Cary 
 24 .............. Chris Crowley 
 24 ................. Otho Shealy 
 25 .......... Heyward Barnes 
 27 ............ Robert Cook Jr. 
 27 ................... Eric Dickey 
 27 ............ Parker McInnis 
 27 ............... Michael Reed 
 27 ........... Robbin Swygert 
 28 ............... Ann Chappell 
 28 ................... Cher Davis 
 29 ................ Debbie Price 



 

WITTENBERG LUTHERAN CHURCH + COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES + MAY 07, 2017 
 

Members present:  Mary Ann Shealy, Larry Dasher, Cher Davis, Gregory Dority, Jay Hendrix , Ann Nichols, 
Dean Rodgers, Julia Shealy and Chip Spradley.   Also present were Connie Kramer and Brent Shealy.  Ab-
sent were Pastor Gary Brandenburg, Margaret Caughman, Allie Crowley, and Crissie Kirby.  
 
Call to Order:  Mary Ann called the meeting to order at 7 pm.  Gregory Dority provided the devotion. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  April minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: April reports were accepted.   
 
Financial Secretaryôs Report:  Given and accepted. 
 
Pastorôs Report:  Suggested a resolution to request the Vision 20/20 Committee present a facility needs as-
sessment for all programs of Wittenberg and a proposed master plan to meet these needs.  This information 
to be presented to Council in the August 2017 meeting. 
After much discussion it was decided to approach the Vision 20/20 committee and ascertain how much of 
this work has already been accomplished.  The resolution was not approved. 
 
Presidentôs Report:  
 a. Pew Cushions:  The anonymous donor who provided the church with kneelers has offered to recover (or 
replace as needed) the pew cushions to match the upholstery on the kneelers. 
b. May 21 we will honor our graduates at the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 
Committee Reports: 
a. A/V & Technology:  No report 
b. Cemetery:       No report 
c. Christian Education:   No report 
d. Endowment:  Endowment awards were to Camp Kinard and to the Mission of Hope Ministry. 
e. Evangelism:  No report  
f. Mutual Ministry:  The committee met on April 20 and discussed the importance of our Vision 20/20 plans as 
they relate to staff, facilities and the needs of the ministries of the church. 
g. Preschool:  Chip reported that this committee met today and that they have hired an Assistant Director, 
Lacye Oswalt.  A DSS meeting is scheduled for June 20.  Chip moved that the preschool staff be allowed to 
lower the thermostat to 72 degrees.  Julia Shealy seconded and it passed.  
h. Property:  Jay reported that they met today.  June 17 was set as a work day.  Plans are underway to pur-
chase and install screens for the windows of the parsonage. Prices are being obtained on awnings to shelter 
the windows on the preschool side of the building.  Installation of a shelf in the storage shed is being 
planned.  Connie requested that access to the sign in front of the church not be blocked by excessive mulch 
or plantings. 
 i. Social Ministry:  The need for Food Pantry volunteers continues. 
j.  Strategic Planning:  No report 
k. Stewardship and Finance:  No further report 
n. Worship and Music:  No report 
o. Youth Ministry:  A question has been raised by a member of the church about financial support for youth 
attending Lutheridge or Lutherock Youth Camp.  There was discussion and conclusion that there is money in 
the budget for this purpose and the church could pay İ of the cost of registration on a ñfirst come first served 
basisò. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed with the praying of the Lordôs Prayer and adjourned. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted by Margaret Caughman, Council Secretary. 
 
 
 

Layout revised by Parish Administrator  to fit into the newsletteré  
these are the full minutes as published by the Council Secretary.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1.   
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 
 
 

2. 
     

*COMMUNION* 
 
 

3. 
 

*OFFICE CLOSED* 
 
9:00am - Coffee & 
             Conversation 
 
 

4. 
 

*OFFICE CLOSED* 
 
 

5. 
 
NO Band/Choir 

6. 7. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 

8. 
 
Pam-12n -  
Food Pantry 

9. 
   
6:00pm - Youth 
6:00pm - Preschool  
                 Cmt. Mtg. 
6:30pm - Exec. Cmt. 
7:00pm - Council Mtg. 

10. 
 
9:00am - Coffee & 
             Conversation 
 
 

11. 
 

12. 
 
6:30pm - Band  
7:30pm - Choir 

13. 
 

14. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 

15. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 

16. 
9:30am - Youth    
Meeting with  
Eric Wolf 
 
11:00am - Noisy 
                Offering 
6:00pm -  Youth 

17. 
 
9:00am - Coffee & 
             Conversation 
 

18. 
 
 

19. 
 
10:00am - Dorcasõ  
                  Quilters 
 
NO Band/Choir 

20. 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

21. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 

22. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 
10:30am-12n - Soup 
                       Kitchen 
9:00am - Youth Lake 
Campout 

23. 
 
 

24. 
 
9:00am - Coffee & 
             Conversation 
7:30pm - Lutheran   
            Men in Mission 

25. 26. 
 
NO Band/Choir 

27. 
 
10:00am - Mutual 
Ministry Meeting 

28. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 
8:30am - Youth Meet-
ing at Waffle House 

29. 
 
9am - 12n -  
Food Pantry 

30. 
 
10:10am - Last Sunday  
                Breakfast 

31. 
 
9:00am - Coffee & 
             Conversation 

     

IĈûķ /ĈāāĥĂìĈĂ {ÙėİìÏÙ - уΥол ÁΦāΦ      Ҍ      {ĥĂÕÁķ {ÏéĈĈû - фΥол ÁΦāΦ     Ҍ     ²ĈėěéìĔ {ÙėİìÏÙ - ммΥлл ÁΦāΦ 



Wittenberg Lutheran Church  
P.O. Box 3447  
Leesville, SC 29070  
 
 


