THEWITTEN

ERG WITNESS

JULY 2020

The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter

Pastor’s Reflectionw

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continu-
ally remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your la-
bor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, NIV)

Paul writes these words to a congregation of Christ’s church that he loves. They
could have been written today with Wittenberg in mind. I’'m constantly amazed
and grateful for the work that this congregation does.

Here is what is happening in your name, people of God:

e« We are continuing to worship God in Spirit and in truth, and sometimes in
person. We are marking life’s transitions with baptisms, funerals, and other
recognitions.

e We are moving forward with interviewing candidates for our youth ministry
position.

« We are offering financial assistance for future church leaders through the
Crumley Scholarship.

« We have installed a blessing box by the office doors so that there is always
something available for those in need.

« We are continuing to serve up love and help through our Food Pantry and
Soup Kitchen.

e Your church council meets monthly and more often to work through the lo-
gistics of church life in a pandemic and to keep moving mission and ministry
forward.

e PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) funds have been applied for, received,
and are being carefully monitored so that we can apply for loan forgiveness
soon.

« New speakers and upgraded equipment have been purchased and installed
in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall so that we are able to hear, see, and
share worship more easily and clearly.

e Your preschool is providing service to the community by giving our children
a safe and welcoming environment so that parents can have peace of mind.

e Plans are coming together for Vacation Bible School.

e The South Carolina Synod is hosting Synod Assembly this month, at which
we will elect a new bishop, among other agenda items.

This isn’t your pastor’s work alone, not by a long shot. This is also not a com-
plete list. This is the work of your staff, your leaders, and all of you, the people
of God. This has been made possible by your prayers, your time, your thought-
fulness, and your financial gifts to support God’s work through Wittenberg Lu-
theran Church.

| am grateful for the work that | see happening because of you. | thank God for
what God is doing with our hands and resources. Thank you for all the ways that
you are part of this ministry.

In partnership,

Pastor Emily

ELCA VISION:

Claimed by God’s grace for the
sake of the world, we are a new
creation through God’s living
word by the power of the Holy
Spirit;

Gathered by God'’s grace for the
sake of the world, we will live
among God’s faithful people,
hear God’s word and share
Christ’s supper;

Sent by God’s grace for the sake
of the world, we will proclaim
the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, serve all
people following the example of
our Lord Jesus, and strive for
justice and peace in all the
world.

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED By WORSHIP + SENT OUT As SERVANTS



Serving in the
Food Pantry
this month:

Friday, July 3: Robin Taylor,
Ricky Frick

Saturday, July 4: Larry Dasher,
Henrietta Gill

Friday, July 10: Rondoll Wat-
son, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, July 11: Marti Burns,
Debbie Reynolds

Friday, July 17: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, July 18: Larry Dash-
er, Henrietta Gill

Friday, July 24: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, July 25: Larry Dash-
er, Henrietta Gill

Friday, July 31: Rondoll Wat-
son, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, August 1: Volunteers
Needed

Serving In Worship This Month:

GREETERS:
Ann Nichols, Patricia Tiffner

ALTARGUILD:
Hazel Cooper, Debbie Sawyer, Robin Taylor

USHERS:
Tom Sawyer, Brian Shealy

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING:
Canceled for July

SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY:
Canceled for July

CHILDREN’'S CHURCH:
Canceled for July

NURSERY:
Canceled for July

No OSJ during July

BBW:
Canceled for July

ALTAR FLOWERS:

5..ccceeee...  By: Dottie Mullins, Anne Shealy
12 . By: Michael & Betsy Shealy
19......... By: Zane, Lane, Ella, Sophie, &

26 By: Gerald Long & Family
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tule can be aranged. Shank you.

Wittenberg Youth Events
Saturday, July 25—Soup

Kitchen




Monthly Witness Reporting
as of 5/31/2020

Offering Report
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Food Pantry Report
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REPORT

BAL Last YTD Vision 20+20 Goal

May YTD

S 24,741 $ 114,226

2,180 16,446

S 26,921 $ 130,672

625 5,919

S 3,100 $ 20,596

May YTD

S 32,395 $ 142,538

41,405 153,767

S (9,010) $ (11,229)

May YTD

S 2,482 §$ 12,677
S 4,857
S 3,238
BAL as of 05/20

S 140,789 $ 123,463 $

98,818 85,509

133,270 96,606

May YTD

S 13,107 $ 18,606

65 31,780

16,175 58,558

S (3,003) $ (8,172)

225,000
175,000

YTD Offering Summary

Cemetery Annuity & Endowment Fund
Goal Progress - Vision 20+20

§250,000

$200,000
$150,000
$100,000
$50,000
S.

Cemetery Annuity

Endowment Fund

®BALasof 05/20 mRemaining Goal

=

™ Regular Offering

® Food Pantry Offering

# Vision 20420 Offering

m Other Designated Offering



Parish Events & Announcements:
I

Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, JULY 25, 10:30am - 12n. Please contact
Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations, or volunteer times. Volunteers
should contact Jennifer Spradley by email at jlspradley1972@gmail.com to talk about a time slot in
order to make sure we have enough space to prepare food safely.

Coffee & Conversation: Coffee and Conversation takes place on Mondays at 11:00 a.m. Everyone is
welcome to join on their computer or smartphone at the link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85807901118. Peo-
ple who prefer to use regular phones can dial 301-715-8592 and log in with Meeting ID: 858 0790 1118.
No experience is required. Bring your Bibles!

Dorcas Quilters: Canceled

Lunchtime Book Study: The Tuesday Book Group is 100% online and ready for new members! The next
few weeks, we'll discuss Dr. Brene Brown'’s book The Gifts of Imperfection. Join the Zoom Meeting at :
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82396962092 on your computer or call in at 253-215-8782 or 301-715-8592.
The Meeting ID is 823 9696 2092 .

Taco Theology: Bring your own tacos and Pastor Emily will bring some theology at 7pm on Tuesdays.
Join the Zoom Meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81147179565 . If you'd prefer to call in, dial (301)715-
8592 and enter the meeting ID 811 4717 9565. Everyone is welcome!

Morning Ensemble and Chancel Choir Practice: Canceled

Lutheran Men: Canceled

Circle Information: Canceled

First Sunday Lunch: Canceled

Synod Assembly: Synod Assembly will take place virtually on July 25.

|l
PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION:

Brian Shealy - President/AV & Technology Chair/Endowment Chair, P803-422-0636, bmshealy@att.net

Chris Taylor—Vice President/Christian Education Chair, 803-530-3395, cntaylor337@gmail.com

Rebecca Reed - SecretaryMWorship & Music Chair, 803-413-2266, Rreed2002@yahoo.com

Brent Shealy - Treasurer/Endowment Co-Chair, 803-429-5198, bshealy@sc.rm.com

Pastor Emily Edenfield, Nominating Committee Chair/Preschool Liaison- 864-498-8558, pastoremilyedenfield@gmail.com
Connie Kramer - Financial Secretary, 803-532-5558, kramerconnie676@gmail.com

Tom Sawyer - Mutual Ministry Chair, 803-685-7604, christree@comporium.net

Gregg Long— Cemetery Committee Chair, 803-920-0922, gregglong1959@gmail.com

Billy Rauton - Property Committee Chair, 803-429-2576, billy.rauton@gmail.com

Emily Barnes - Social Ministry Chair, 803-686-0199, eptinge@gmail.com

Ricky Frick - Parish Life Chair, 803-206-5824, barryraces24@gmail.com

Gerrie Gresham—Stewardship & Finance Chair/Endowment Co-Chair, 803-317-8992, gerrie@mylexingtonagent.com
Todd Long— 803-743-5653, tandbbmusic@gmail.com

Matt Shealy—Strategic Planning Chair, 803-513-2777, shealymatt@gmail.com

Patricia Tiffne—Evangelism/Christian Care Chair, 803-271-1220, patriciatiffner@gmail.com



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85807901118
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82396962092
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81147179565

A Note from the President - July Newsletter

On June 21st, we recognized our Parish Administrator, Becky Hughes, for her 2nd work anniversary at Wit-
tenberg. We are very grateful for Becky's ministry and talents that she shares with us. Thank you, Becky, for
the gifts you bring and the wonderful job you do.

Here are a few highlights of our June Council meeting:

esTemporarily suspended the Facility Use policy for external events until further notice to keep our mem-
bers and Preschool safe

eDiscussed the need to develop a separate committee to evaluate and review our COVID-19 worship and
operation practices.

oContinued work to develop a comprehensive Youth Security Policy

eThe Director of Youth Ministry Search Committee is currently interviewing 2 candidates to fill this position

I would like to especially thank Gregg Long, Jase Long, Cade Long, and Todd Davis for their hard work to in-
stall lighting on the Cemetery fence, Gregg Long for the beautiful brick patio around the Blessing Box, Billy
Rauton for designing and implementing the new landscaping on the church grounds, Cher Davis for her lead-
ership in serving our youth and persistence to recognize our graduates on Sunday, June 21st, and Chris
Smith for his hard work and dedication to implement the new Audio and Video equipment in the Sanctuary
and Fellowship Hall. We look forward to the fruit that all of these improvements bear.

We are very thankful to all of our dedicated staff and members who work together daily to fulfill our mis-
sion. We praise God for these many blessings and we pray that God continues to guide and direct us during
these difficult times.

Grace, mercy, and peace,

WomérELCA

INFORMATION FROM THE WOMEN OF THE SC WELCA

Brian Shealy

5

—

After much prayer and deliberation, the SC WELCA board has made the difficult decision to cancel
the 2020 annual convention. Not having a convention is disappointing because our women will not
be able to gather for fellowship, worship, and learning experiences. However, we feel our number
one priority is the safety of our ladies. We do not want to risk lives by possibly exposing them to
COVID-19. Countless hours of preparation have gone into planning this convention. Many thanks go
to the convention committee and the rest of the board for their dedication and service.



WITHIN THE WITTENBERG FAMILY
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Will Caughman 72 Brett Spradley
Grae McDonald 7/2 KD Day

Summer Burns 713 Jason Feaster
Bobby Price 713 Gerald Long Sr.
Jack Bouknight IV 7/6 Mary Ann Sullins
Tracy Bedenbaugh 711 Sonya Cary
Shawn Belcher Jr. 7M1 Chris Crowley
Kim Feaster 7M1

Otho Shealy
Heyward Barnes

Robert Householder Ill 7/11

Walter Smith 7/12

Cricket Leaphart 714 Cambey Reep
River Rauton 714 Robert Cook Jr.
Jada Rogers 7114 Michael Reed
Jennifer Spradley 716  Robbin Swygert
William Cary 7/17  Ann Chappell
Harlee Miller 7118  Dell Crowley
Sandy Spradley 7/19 Cher Davis

7/20
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Kevin & Melissa Halsey 710
Chris Crowley & Allie Rhyne 7M1
Jim & Rachel Young 7115
Ross & Sonya Cary 7116
John & Toshia Banks 7/31

If you have corrections, please email or the church office.

LET US PRAY FOR OUR MEMBERS:

E”si,yLF(;rri]f; Lynne Rauton

John & Merlyn Watkins Frelda Banks

Sybil Ergle Madison Grace Maroney
Sandy Spradley Mona Henderson

John Banks Wills Swygert

Larry Lorick Tripp Bouknight

Jim Young

Gerald & Letha Long

LET US PRAY FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY:

Teddy Kneece (brother of Brenda Howard)

Brad Cary (brother of Ross Cary)

The Mayo Family (friends of Marti Burns)
Heyward Bouknight (father of Tripp Bouknight)
Lynwood Hyler (friend of Robbin Swygert)

Chris Gunter (cousin to Robbin Swygert )

Karen Ferry (aunt of Lynne Rauton)

The Anderson and Salley Families (friends of William and Emily Barnes)
Walter Chandler (friend of Hazel Cooper)

The Yager family (friends of the Rauton family)
Betty Ann Webb (cousin of Lynne Rauton)

Stan Nichols (son of Ann & Charles)

Shealy McCormack (WLPP student)

Bill Amick (family of Barbie Rodgers)

Chuck & Carlene Galemore (friends of Sandy & Diane Spradley)
Tayler Grace Kinard (cousin of KD)

Reece Spradley (niece of Chip & Jennifer Spradley)
Ronda Miller (friend of Chip & Jennifer Spradley)
Dean & Selena Player & family (relatives of Chip & Jennifer Spradley)
Lisa Williams (friend of Crissie Kirby)

Chad, Marci, Mason & Drew Arant (friends of Samantha Trotter)
Daphyne Ridgell (friend of Brent Shealy)

Beverly Smith (sister of Jerry Price)

Kenny & Edie Boozer (friends of Donice Frick)
Alice Martinez (friend of Donice Frick)

Missy Lewis (friend of Brenda Howard)

Christy Dawkins (friend of Donice Frick)

J.C. Poole (friend of Jo Wells)

Helen Winstead (mother of Sonya Cary)

Helen & Wilbur Humphries (parents of Steven Humphries)
Rachel Crowder (mother-in-law of Mike Nichols)
Jerry Prim (brother-in-law of Susie Hendrix)

Bill Eubanks (friend of Sonya Cary)

Carole Hair (relative of Sonya Cary)

Harvey & Sally Sauls (friends of Robin Taylor)
Keith Berry (friend of Brenda Howard)

Sally Kinard (cousin of KD)

Mary Fallaw (mother of Lynne Rauton)

Hunter Stocks (friend of Billy & Lynne Rauton)
Barry Webb (uncle of Toshia Banks)

Barbra Cross (grandmother of Toshia Banks)
Tommy Penick (friend of Sonya Cary)

Michelle Temples (friend of Cricket Leaphart)
Gerald & Mickie Leaphart (in-laws of Cricket Leaphart)
ARMED FORCES:

Jon Rogers

Logan Gibson

Zack Wallace

Karl Smith

Ross Shealy

Capt. Will Cary

WE REMEMBER:

Eva Watson

Boddie Rinehart

Wilton Price (brother of Landis Price)

Deborah Coffman (friend of Toshia Banks)

Jim Shealy

Jeffrey McDonald (brother of Grant McDonald)
Pat Ayers

Pastor Harold Skinner

Eddie Dority (father of Gregory Dority)

Margaret Shuman (mother of Sally Sherman)

Bob Isenhower (friend of Pastor Emily Edenfield)
John Parler (father of Robin Taylor)

Harold Frick (brother-in-law of Lavonia Frick)
Doris Antley

Mary Shealy

Cheryl Vansant (friend of Brent Shealy)

John & Amelia Pappas (grandparents of William Barnes)




Approved Council Meeting Minutes, June 14, 2020:

Members Present: Brian Shealy, Emily Barnes, Tom Sawyer, Ricky Frick, Billy Rauton, Todd Long, Chris Taylor, Gerrie Gresham,
Pastor Emily Edenfield, Brent Shealy, Connie Kramer.

Members Absent: Gregg Long, Rebecca Reed, Matt Shealy, and Patricia Tiffner.

Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m.

Devotion by Ricky Frick — parable of the mustard seed with focus on how a small number can make a difference
Prayer Concerns included those known to be sick, bereaved, and recent graduates

Prior meeting minutes May 17 (previously approved by email).

Pastor’s Report: Pastor provided a verbal summary and a written email report during the meeting. Approved after motion from
Ricky, 2" from Todd.

Treasurer’s Report: Brent gave a detailed financial report on all accounts and answered questions from Council Members. We con-
tinue to be blessed financially and are grateful for the generosity of our Congregation. Report approved after motion from Ricky, 2™
from Billy.

Financial Secretary’s Report: Connie provided her report prior to the meeting and reported recent significant contributions to the
Prayer Garden and Pastor’s Discretionary Funds. Billy agreed to contact Ann Nichols concerning any needs in the Prayer Garden
area. Connie’s report was approved after motion from Ricky, 2™ from Rebecca. Thank you to Connie for fulfilling teller duties during
social distancing.

President’s Report:

Facility Use Request One formal Facility Use Request for a birthday party was received. After much discussion it was
concluded that it would not be prudent to grant facility use requests during this phase of Covid-19. The Congrega-
tion will be notified that we will not take applications for facility use until further notice.

Donation Upon motion from the Executive Committee with second by Ricky, Council agreed to donate $100 to St. James
Lutheran in Summit.

Update on Youth Director Upon motion by Chris with second by Todd, Council granted permission to interview two can-
didates for Youth Director.

COVID-19 Operations-- After discussion Council agreed to form a subcommittee on how best to move forward during
this time of Covid-19 concerns. Members of this subcommittee are expected to come from both Council and general
Church membership.

Crumley Memorial Scholarship: Presently we have received one application.

Youth Security Policy — “Disqualification/Sexual Offender” section discussed. Plans are to discuss the last two sections
next month.

Committee Reports:
AV&T: Previously discussed upgrades and additions to audio/video system should be installed reasonably soon.
Cemetery: N/R

Christian Education: Pastor held a Zoom Sunday School lesson this morning at 9:00. Vacation Bible School plans are
being discussed.

Endowment: Council received an update during Treasurer’s Report.
Evangelism/Christian Care: N/R

Mutual Ministry: N/R

Parish Life: N/R

Preschool: Preschool is back in session with good enroliment anticipated during the fall.

Property: Billy reported that he is working on having the interior of the parsonage repainted, weeding newly planted
shrubbery, and improving Cemetery maintenance.

Social Ministry: Food pantry served 196 families in May; soup kitchen served around 125 plates.

Stewardship & Finance: With recent changes in the Paycheck Protection Plan, we will continue assisting Pre-School
with payroll needs during the loan period.

Strategic Planning: N/R
Worship & Music: N/R

Youth: Youth’s request to resume in person meetings in the basement using precautions was not approved due to safe-
ty concerns. It was noted that Youth are welcome to use the Church’s Zoom account.

Other New Business — Brian urged all to consider Council Goals. Billy advised that planning facilities is difficult given distancing
guidelines. All agreed to continue thinking and moving forward as conditions allow.

Old Business — none

Next meetings - Sunday, July 17, at 7:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer, after motion from Billy, 2" from Ricky.
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Sawyer for

Rebecca Reed, Council Secretary




WLPP

Wittenberg Lutheran
Preschool Program

=
We are up and running! The doors are open, and we were so happy to see all our little kids and those smiling faces. The hall-
ways and classrooms are echoing with laughter! We have changed some things to keep our staff, kids, and congregation safe.
Our kids now get their temperatures taken before they can enter, and parents sign their children in and out outside. No visitors
or parents are allowed inside. The children have learned the first thing they do when they come in is wash, wash, wash those
hands. In fact, we do this before and after we eat, before and after we go on the playground, and before and after snacks, plus
after we use the bathroom. No toys are allowed from home and the bare necessities come in for nap time. We take those home
to wash at the end of the week. Our cleaning policies have been strengthened. Chairs, tables, toys, door handles, etc. are
cleaned several times during the day. But even with all the new changes we still had time for a little bit of fun! Water days are
back, along with a visit from the Ice cream truck. Bike day was super fun and we added pink day, boat day, and chocolate pud-
ding day! And to add to the madness, we had a mud day! Make sure to look on Facebook to see our pictures! We also have
been studying frogs, worms, and butterflies. And our kids even had a week about recycling! The last week of the month started
our July 4™ activities.

Can you believe it is July!!! Where has this year gone! We are gearing up for more fun in the sun! The first two weeks are
beach weeks and the last two are zoo weeks. In between we have beach ball day and chocolate day on the 7™ the 10" is
teddy bear picnic day and ice cream day. The 14™ is the afterschool water day which is also shark day. Cannot wait to see
what all will be involved that day! The 15" is the preschool water day. Moving into the month, the 21 is bike day and the 24" s
another wonderful visit from the ice cream truck. And to finish off the month, the 30" is field day. Busy, busy, busy!!!

Isaiah 49:10 “They will not hunger or thirst, Nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; For He who has compassion
on them will lead them and will guide them to springs of water.




July 2020

SUNDAY ScHOOL (BY ZOOM) - 9:00 AM. + WORSHIP SERVICE - 11:00 A.M.

Sunday

28

9:00 AM Sunday
School via Zoom

Monday
29

11:00 AM Coffee &

11:00 AM Worship

12:00 PM Christian
Education Meet-
ing-Conference
Call

3:00 PM Evangelism/
Christian Care-
conference call

5

9:00 AM Sunday
School via Zoom

11:00 AM Worship

12:00 PM First Sunday
Lunch —canceled

12

9:00 AM Sunday
School via Zoom

11:00 AM Worship

5:00 PM Stewardship &

Finance-

conference call
7:00 PM Council-

conference call

19

9:00 AM Sunday
School via Zoom
11:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Preschool-
conference call

26

9:00 AM Sunday

School via Zoom

11:00 AM Worship

3:00 PM Evangelism/
Christian Care-
conference call

6:30 PM Mutual Minis-

try

Conversation
via Zoom

11:00 AM Coffee &

Tuesday
30

8:45AM Preschool

Wednesday Thursday
1 2

Bulletin Deadline

Chapel
12:00 PM
Lunchtime Book

Study by Zoom

7:00 PM Taco
Theology —
via Zoom

7

8:45AM Preschool

Conversation
via Zoom

13

11:00 AM Coffee &

Chapel
12:00 PM
Lunchtime Book

Study by Zoom

7:00 PM Taco
Theology —
via Zoom

14

8:45AM Preschool

Conversation
via Zoom

20

Newsletter Deadline

0a.m.
6:30 PM Morning
Ensemble
Practice-
canceled
7:30 PM Choir
Practice-
canceled

8 9

6:30 PM Morning
Ensemble
Practice-
canceled

7:30 PM Choir
Practice-
canceled

15 16

Bulletin Deadline

Chapel 10 a.m.
12:00 PM 6:30 PM Morning
Lunchtime Book Ensemble
Study by Zoom Practice-
7:00 PM Taco canceled
Theology —  7:30 PM Choir
via Zoom Practice-
canceled
21 22 23

8:45AM Preschool

11:00 AM Coffee &
Conversation
via Zoom

27

11:00 AM Coffee &
Conversation
via Zoom

7:30 PM Lutheran
Men-canceled

Chapel-
canceled

12:00 PM
Lunchtime Book
Study by Zoom
7:00 PM Taco

Theology —
via Zoom

28

8:45AM Preschool

Chapel

12:00 PM
Lunchtime Book
Study by Zoom
7:00 PM Taco

Theology —
via Zoom

Bulletin Deadline
0a.m.

6:30 PM Morning
Ensemble
Practice-
canceled

7:30 PM Choir
Practice-
canceled

29 30

Bulletin Deadline
10 a.m.

6:30 PM Morning
Ensemble
Practice-
canceled

7:30 PM Choir
Practice-
canceled

Friday
3

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Saturday
4

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Open

10

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

17

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Open

11

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Open

Open

24

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

31

9:00 AM Food Pantry

18

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

25

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Open
10:30 AM Soup Kitchen

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Open

Open

Please check our calendar on the WLL website htto.//www.wittenbergleesville.org/ for the latest infarmation.
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GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED By WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS
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