THE WITTENBERG WITNESS

The Monthly Edition of Wittenberg Lutheran Church’s Newsletter

Greetings, Wittenberg family,

Watching the food pantry building become a reality and not just an idea
has been very exciting. In many ways, it reminds me of another
building, the church. Our new building is a beacon of hope to our
community and a witness to Jesus Christ, who said that his body was
the Temple of God (John 2:21). Jesus says this because in the person
of Jesus Christ is the powerful presence of God. The New Testament
witnesses also speak of the Church, Jesus’ followers, the Body of
Christ, as the holy temple of God. This means that the presence of
God, the Temple, is not so much a place but God’s people united with
Jesus Christ as one. When we gather to hear the Good News, to hear
it preached, and to participate in the sacraments, and to go out to do
works of charity, then we are his holy temple. The food pantry building
is a testimony to our dedication to doing God’s work in the world and a
reminder that we are called to serve and to love our neighbor. It
reminds us that we are called by Christ to be a blessing to all

nations. As we are fed at our Lord’s Table, we are strengthened and
nourished in the faith, so we can feed people in our community through
our food pantry and soup kitchen ministries. What an amazing blessing
it is to serve others and give glory to God. And, so, | give thanks to the
Lord for giving us the resources to have a building where we can meet
those who are hungry and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ through
our deeds of love. And | thank Him for allowing us to participate in his
amazing grace to change lives and to give hope.

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Keith

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED By WORSHIP + SENT OUT As SERVANTS

August 2024
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ELCA VISION:

Claimed by God'’s grace for
the sake of the world, we are
a new creation through God’s
living word by the power of
the Holy Spirit;

Gathered by God’s grace for
the sake of the world, we will
live among God'’s faithful
people, hear God’s word and
share Christ’s supper;

Sent by God’s grace for the
sake of the world, we will
proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word
and deed, serve all people
following the example of our
Lord Jesus, and strive for
Jjustice and peace in all the
world.
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Hi everyone,

It's hard to believe our students are heading back to class for the start of the 2024-25 school
year. Please be careful on the streets and highways as we get used to seeing the buses and
students out and about — and offer up a prayer for them to have a great new year!

‘.ﬁ X ) This month’s update is almost exclusively Food Pantry related: we’ve got great work
N / : underway and a vision for the project “making the turn for home” as the horse race
:( V7 announcers say. At the time of writing, we’ve seen the plumbing and electrical “rough-in” work
LN d completed, the concrete pad for the building has been poured, and lots more. | hope you were
able to hear the update from Ross Cary at the 11 am service on July 21st. If not, check out the recording on the church
YouTube feed and hear him share some details.

We are so pleased that all of our trades people on the job are local folks — from our own Gregg Long and his crew, to
Doug Barefoot, Brian Yarborough, and more. | think it's appropriate for a church so connected to her hometown to use
so many hometown craftsmen to get this important job done.

There’s no timetable yet for completion, but we’re hopeful that will come within the next two months or so. We will
publicize and host a ribbon-cutting/open house ceremony. There we will honor all the many people who have helped
shepherd this project over the years, dedicate it to the glory of God and our service to our community, and show it off to
all who wish to see it. And remember, you can get a great look at it from the inside by volunteering to serve! New

volunteers are always needed to keep it running each Friday and Saturday from 9 — noon.

On a different topic, we’re also getting towards that time of year where we begin to think about Church Council
representatives for next year. If you feel called to serve, please let one of our council members know!

As always, feel free to reach out to wiccouncilpres@gamail.com with any questions or ideas you may have for me or our

Council members.

Respectfully,

Andrew Hendrix
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HENDRIX, Andrew (2023-25)
President, Stewardship & Finance,
Endowment, & Mutual Ministry Chairs
803-439-1327
wlccouncilpres@gmail.com
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WLPP

Wittenberg Lutheran
Preschool Program

The summer flew by for us here at the preschool. The kids enjoyed water days filled with water
squirters, pools, sprinklers and a slip and slide. We took time to have a few dance parties while the
weather was too hot to play outside. The kids brought their bikes several days which was a hit for the
afterschool and preschool children alike. The preschool took time to explore different sports like
archery, fishing, balloon tennis and beach ball dodgeball. To wrap up the summer we had a black out
dance party and a water slide as a part of our end of summer party. A huge thank you to Living It Up,
Bounce Style, LLC that donated our waterslide. Everyone enjoyed the end of summer party including
the teachers!
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Serving In Worship
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Serving in the
Food Pantry
this month:

PANTRY

I/ stunleens

Friday, August 2: Mike &
Virginia Nichols

Saturday, August 3:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, August 9: Volunteers
Needed

Saturday, August 10: Debbie
Reynolds, Marti Burns

Friday, August 16: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, August 17: Debbie
Black & Volunteer Needed

Friday, August 23:
Volunteers Needed

Saturday, August 24:
Volunteers Needed

Friday, August 30: Rondoll
Watson, JoAnn Williams

Saturday, August 31:
Volunteers Needed

GREETERS: Mike & Virginia Nichols

ALTARGUILD: Connie Kramer, Joann
Wells, Virginia Nichols

USHERS (8:30):

VS Chris Taylor

I Robert Epting
18......... Harriet Householder
25....... Debbie Black

USHERS (11:00): Brian Shealy, Larry
Dasher

LAY READER: Crissie Kirby

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Tom & Debbie Sawyer

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING: Tom Sawyer

ACOLYTES

4 Kai Trotter

1. Carson Dority

18......... Benjamin Barnes
25 Mary Dority
ALMSBEARER:

4., Henry Bouknight
O Shayla Bedenbaugh

18 ... Gary Barnes

25 Kate Shealy

CRUCIFER

VA S— Zane Price

O Jaycob Banks

18, Graham Watson
25 Jack Bouknight

ALTAR FLOWERS:

VS By: Freida Banks, Pam Humphries
R By: Kayce & Brian Shealy
18, By: Amber & Austin Fulmer
25 By: Patricia Tiffner

BBW:

VI N— Betsy Dority

I Debbie Sawyer

18, Ricky & Donice Frick

25 Last Sunday Breakfast

TELLERS:

4. Debbie Black, Ross Cary

1. Betsy Dority, Wendy Epting
18.......... Jarrod Frick, Michael Guerette
25 Andrew Hendrix, Betsy McEwen
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Parish Events & Announcements:

Soup Kitchen: The soup kitchen will be serving on Saturday, AUGUST 24 10:30am -
12n. Please contact Jennifer Spradley or Jennifer Patrick with any questions, donations,
or volunteer times.

Coffee and Conversation will take place on Mondays at 9:00 a.m.

Dorcas Quilters: Dorcas Quilters group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
10:00am on the 3rd floor of the educational building. You do not need prior experience
with sewing nor quilting to join us.

Lutheran Men: The monthly Lutheran Men meeting will take place on Monday, August
26 at 7:00 p.m.

Noisy Offering: Noisy Offering will take place on the third Sunday of each month
(August 18).

First Sunday Lunch will take place on August 4 after 11:00 worship and will be
sponsored by the Preschool Committee.

The Merry Widows invite everyone to attend the Midlands Gospel Singing in Gilbert on
August 3, 6-8pm. A love offering will be taken up at this event. On August 15, we will
meet at Diane Spradley’s home at 5pm for some pool fun and food. Her address is 358
Miller St, Batesburg. On August 24, 1pm, we will meet at the home of Faye Harkin for
food, fun, and fellowship. Her address is 103 Cellar Lane, Batesburg. Please let Patricia
Tiffner know if you plan to attend any of these events at 803-271-1220.

Join Parish Life on August 10, 2024; you are invited to go to The Market at the
Icehouse: The Farmers Market in Lexington. They have vendors and food trucks
available starting at 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. We will plan to meet at the church at 8:15
a.m. that morning. The bus will be available if we have a driver. Sign up sheets for both
events will be located in the Narthex and the Fellowship Hall. Please let Robin Taylor
know if you have any questions.

Becky will be on vacation August 8-9. Please have bulletin information in by Monday,
August 5.

CIRCLE INFORMATION:

Circle Date Time Place Leader/Hostess
Morning No meeting
v No meeting

L August 19, 2024 6:00 pm Root Cellar




Monthly Witness Reporting
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FINANCIAL\ ™ REPORT

Thank You for Your
Generosity!

Your financial gifts and your
gifts of time and talent are the
fuel for our ministry here at
Wittenberg. Not only do you
support our local congregation,
but our synod, the ELCA, and
the church around the world.
Your gifts have global reach.
Thank you for making a
difference!
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Progress - Vision 20+20

Cemetery Annuity Endowment Fund

®BAL as0f06/24 mRemaining Goal

as of 6/30/2024
Offering Report June YTD
Regular Offering ) 28,424 S 145,687
Food Pantry Offering 3,502 18,298
Total Offering to Budgeted Operations S 31,925 $ 163,985
Vision 20 + 20 Offering 600 2,838
Other Designated Offering/Income ) 1,226 S 23,709
Expense Report June YTD
Budgeted Expenses S 35,185 $§ 182,962
Actual Expenses 39,652 185,294
Budget vs. Actual - Over/(Under) S (4,467) S (2,332)
Food Pantry Report June YTD
Expenses S 3,904 S 17,381
Balance S 16,405
Soup Kitchen Report
Balance S 8,958
Fund Report BAL as of 06/24
Cemetery Annuity ) 175,777 S 169,262
Endowment Fund 168,072 150,518
Vision 20+20 Fund 423,304 502,960
Preschool Report June YTD
Offerings S = -
Operating Income 13,335 97,792
Expenses 16,772 99,106
Net $ (3,437) $ (1,314)
Offering vs. Expenses
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& Total Offering to Budgeted Operations = Actual Expenses

YTD Offering Summary

®mRegular Offering  ® Food Pantry Offering @ Vision 20+200tfering = Other Designated Offering



Students and teachers, bring your backpacks to service at 8:30 or
11:00 on Sunday, August 4 for Blessing of the Backpacks!

Save the Date! Bring your family and join us during Sunday
School on Sunday, August 25 for Rally Day!




WITHIN THE WITTENBERG FAMILY

Landis Price
Madison Maroney
Barrineau Barnes
Jan Barnes

Brent Shealy
Brian Shealy
Marissa Spradley
Betsy Dority
Henrietta Gill
Paula Miller

Sally Long

Rhett Watson

817

8/8

8/9

8/10
8/10
8/10
8/10
8/11
8/11
8/12
8/13
8/14

Keith Wiley
Steve Kaiser
Alaric Coleman
Justin Maroney
Reece Rawls
Stella Barnes
Holland Fulmer
Nevin Rodgers
Ken Amick
Elwanda Lorick
Sydnee Patrick

Joann Wells

8/15
8/16
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/22
8/22
8/25
8/28
8/28
8/31
8/31

Gregory & Betsy Dority

Brian & Kayce Shealy

Tripp & Ashley Bouknight

Robert & Wendy Epting

8/6
8/9
8/14

8/21

If you have corrections, please email or the church office.
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In Otu" Prayers

LET US PRAY FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Mary Cook
Helen Dasher
Marvin Epting
Rondoll Watson
Debbie Reynolds
LET US PRAY FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY:

Kiersten Ray (friend of Jarrod Frick)

Tommy Epting (brother of Robert Epting)

Nancy Jordan (cousin of Pam Humphries)

Matt Derrick (son-in-law of Henrietta Gill)

Natalie Derrick (stepdaughter of Henrietta Gill)

Erwin Drafall (friend of the Guerette family)

Ann Cameron (friend of the Guerette family)

Billy Cockrell (friend of Tracy & Dawn Bedenbaugh)
Cheryl Lybrand Smith (friend of Sonya Cary)

Jim Aaron (brother-in-law of Robert & Wendy Epting)
Hope Wheeler (sister of Donice Frick)

Janie Kay Hallman (friend of the Fricks)

Yonaton & Tamar David-Kattevan (friends of the Nichols)
Selena Player (sister of Elwanda Lorick)

Cooper Baker & Family (friends of Sonya Cary)

Jesse Wade Watts (father-in-law of Robin Watts)
Myra Davenport (friend of Betsy McEwen)

Earl Holley Bobbit (friend of Sonya Cary)

Aiden Alexander & Family (friends of Toshia Banks)
Chris Smith (son of Walter Smith)

Cason Smith (friend of the Cary Family)

Michael Branham (friend of Mary Ann Shealy)

Larry Shuman & Family (brother of Sally Sherman)

Jim Young (husband of Rachel Young)

Beverly Meadows (friend of the Hendrix family)
Jeannie Sweeney (aunt of Virginia Nichols)

Debbie Cole (cousin of Virginia Nichols)

Jane Albright (friend of Jarrod Frick)

Roy Wilson (friend of Jarrod Frick)

The Hurst Family (friends of the Dasher family)
Tammy Reep (aunt of Cambey Roof)

Elliot Collier (son-in-law of Brenda Burkett)

Helene Porter (friend of Mona Henderson)

Phil & Carolyn Reuther (Parents of Laura Getz)

Nancy Keeler (friend of Robert & Wendy Epting)
Wayne Kneece (friend of the Dashers)

Freida Banks

Doris Freeze

Heather Gresham

Ervin & Annette Caughman

ARMED FORCES:
Jon Rogers Karl Smith
Ross Shealy Capt. Will Cary

Elijah M. Sherman Abigail Sherman

WE REMEMBER:

Gary Keeler (friend of Robert & Wendy Epting)
Charlie Clamp (friend of Pierce Kirby)

George Barnes

Brad Fowler (uncle of Pastor Keith)

Sandy Spradley

Charles Nichols

Tissy Price

Lex Boozer (friend of the Cary family)



Food Ministries Update

=
| Food Ministry g the month of June the Food Pantry served 189

with providing bag lunches to the Food Pantry
patrons each remaining Saturday of the month.
Thanks to all our many volunteers who keep these
important ministries running smoothly and to the
congregation for their continued support. We received the following donations
from our community:

Jeffrey Shaw- eggs; Lexington School District 3 schools- rice, cornmeal mix,
collards, milk, honey, chickens, peaches; Titan Farms-produce and peaches;
Vickie Castillo-vegetables from her garden; Hartwell Industries- pantry
staples; Bob Hall- bread and bananas. Blessings abound from our
congregation and community.

Join us the for OWLS Luncheon
after 11:00 worship on Sunday,
September 22. Dawn
Bedenbaugh will cater this
luncheon. Please sign up in the
Narthex or Fellowship Hall by
September 8, as we need a
head count for food!

Y/ ONLS
Q;/ ~/l(%(_’(/ 7,

oy

Thank you to all the Wittenberg members
who called, sent cards, provided food and
had good wishes for me after my fall. As
many of you know | don't like to miss church
SO your messages meant a lot to me.

Love, Connie




Approved Council Meeting Minutes, July 14, 2024:
|

Members Present: Andrew, Robin, Mike, Ross, Michael, Jarrod, Justin, Debbie, Patricia, Betsy M., and Pastor

Andrew call the meeting to order at 7:02pm

Wittenberg Memory & Devotion - Justin Trotter shared a memory of first coming to church here with a girl he was dating and how he
appreciated how everyone was like family. He read a devotion about loving relationships and how we should love one another as Christ loved
us.

Prayer Concerns — Mary Cook, Laurie Boozer, and Tim Watkins.

Pastor’s Report for July —
June average total was 103 which is down from 106 last month. Commented on how good it was to see younger people participating in
worship. Confirmation camp went well. Attendees tackled important questions about faith. On Sept. 15" a reunion of the group that went to
confirmation camp will be held in Prosperity.
- Commented on the great impact of our outreach and how we are showing our love for other people. It has made an impression on those
who have recently joined in that it shows we are living our faith.
- Pastor will be on vacation July 24-31. Pastor Schafer has confirmed that he will be our pastor for the service on July 28", There will be no
coffee and conversation on Monday, July 29™.
Ross motioned to accept Pastor’s report and Debbie seconded. All were in favor.
V. Treasurer’s Report — emailed by Brent.

-Brent reviewed restricted funds report and highlighted that the deficit was better than last month. Discussed the list of significant
disbursements (list was forwarded to each council member.) Discussed the amount paid so far to Metro Construction. Reported on how the
money from Vision 2020 is moved so that bills can be paid for Food Pantry construction. Explained how the food pantry construction is paid
through the operating checking account. The exact amount of money is transferred from the Vision 2020 checking to the operating checking
account. Reported that Endowment Fund had another good month. Andrew thanked Brent for all his efforts.

Patricia motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report and Jarrod seconded. All were in favor.
VI. Financial Secretary’s Report — emailed by Connie. Connie stated that first Sunday lunches have added proceeds to the general fund.
Each month we have a contribution made to the carillon fund.
Ross motioned to accept the report and Patricia seconded. All were in favor.
VII. President’s Report
Facility Use Request - none
Background checks - none
Workplace Anniversaries - none
Committee membership changes — none
Thanked Mike and his committee for help with food pantry construction. Reminded committee chairs to think about funding request since
budget preparation will take place in August and September.
Ross motioned to accept the President’s report and Jarrod seconded. All were in favor.
VIIl. Committee Reports
A/V&T: Andrew read the report emailed by Betsy D. in her absence- After reviewing the request to post Pastor’s sermon only, it was
determined it would be very time consuming for Becky to edit, copy and post just the sermon portion of our live stream. The easiest way to
view the sermon only is to drag the video time to an area that would be around the sermon to skip the portion of the service you did not want
to view.
Cemetery: Michael Guerette — Clean up of the cemetery did not happen and will be rescheduled for the fall. Mike replaced trash cans.
Michael will take old plastic cans to recycle. The sagging of several plots was explained and the gravedigger for Barr-Price can fix for $600.
Ross made the motion to repair the graves for $600. Mike seconded. All were in favor. Michael asked about funds for this expense and Brent
stated that it would come out of the Cemetery Fund.
Christian Education: Betsy McEwen — Rally day will be held August 25". The Children’s choir will sing during Rally Day and for the church
service. Endowment: Andrew Hendrix — No report
Evangelism & Christian Care: Mike Nichols — First Sunday lunch served 70. Meals were provided for Connie, Rachel, and Mike. Soup
kitchen fed 120 meals last month.
Mutual Ministry: Andrew Hendrix — No report
Parish Liftﬁ: Robin Taylor — Next event will be the Blowfish game Friday, July 19". A visit to the Lexington Farmer’s Market is planned for
August 10™.
Pre-School: Debbie Black- MaryAnn Shealy has met with Vickie Watkins and Brent should be getting financial reports from Vickie. Steve
Humphries is the finance person for the pre-school and should be transferring money for investment. Grant money of $30,000 must be spent
by end of September and another grant of $70,000 is expected. July 31 from 6:00 to 6:45 is Parent Open House. August 5" the new
students will begin. For this coming year there are 9 in 2 year old program, 11 in % year old program, and 17 afterschool students. Committee
is in process of reviewing handbooks. MaryAnn will communicate with Property Committee for any needs.
Property: Ross Cary, Mike Nichols — Ross stated that last month the termite bait stations were installed. The amount to fix the 8ft. of sill went
from $75 to $350 a foot to repair so the repair was not made. Damage does not seem that bad. Michael G. said he would look at it. Mike got
bids for water and electric work. He is having trouble getting a second bid for the HVAC. The plumbing has been roughed in and the concrete
should be poured in the next week. The walls for bathroom will need to be framed and sheet rocked. They will get a bid from Ben Ruff and
another contractor. The carpet was cleaned in the sanctuary and hallway for a cost of $2250. Michael G. suggested reinforcement for the
concrete for food pantry. Ross will check with Bryan.
Social Ministry: Wendy Epting — Wendy called Andrew and reported that 182 people were served by the food pantry in June. Contributions
were received from Jeffrey Shaw, Lexington School District 3, Vickie Castillo, Hartwell, and Titan Farms.
Stewardship & Finance: Andrew Hendrix — Reported that the Budget process will start next month.
Youth: Jarrod Frick - Youth will be soup kitchen helpers July 27", 9:00 to 11:00.
Worship & Music: Patricia Tiffner, Justin Trotter — Gave upcoming dates:
August 4" — Blessing of the Backpacks
August 6" — Blessing of the Preschool
October 6" — Blessing of the animals and committee sponsoring first Sunday lunch.
October 27" — Reformation
November 3™ — Homecoming and All Saints Sunday. Parish Life sponsoring pot luck lunch
December 1% — First Sunday of Advent
The committee continues to look for ways to get young people involved with the service.
Ross motioned that committee reports be accepted and Patricia seconded. All in favor.
IX. New Business
Michael asked about the pipe that is in the vacant land between the cemetery and Frances St. Andrew stated that it was pipe for the
new water line, but no one had asked for permission. Brent has talked to Lancer about where the pipe will be placed on our property.
X. Old Business
Brent stated that he thought it would be a good idea to update the congregation on the progress of the Food Pantry through a
temple talk during church. Andrew thanked him for that suggestion.
Our meeting was adjourned at 8:10 with motion by Jarrod and seconded by Ross. All were in favor. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Betsy R. McEwen (substituting for Betsy Dority who is a jewel to do this every month)



Sunday Monday

28 29

Earl Schafer, supply

8:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Sunday

School Opening

10:10 AM Last Sunday
Breakfast

11:00 AM Worship

Pastor Keith—vacation

9:00 AM Coffee and
Conversation-
canceled

Pastor Keith—vacation

4 5
Blessing of the
Backpacks 9:00 AM Coffee and

8:30 AM Worship

9:30 AM Sunday
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10:35 AM BBW

11:00 AM Worship
First Sunday Lunch
Sponsored by the
Preschool Committee

Conversation
Bulletin Deadline 10
a.m.

11 12

9:00 AM Coffee and
Conversation

8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday
School Opening
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship
5:00 PM Stewardship
& Finance
6:00 PM Preschool
7:00 PM Council

18 19
8:30 AM Worship/Noisy 9:00 AM Coffee and
Offering Conversation
9:30 AM Sunday School 6:00 PM Circle L
Opening
10:35 AM BBW
11:00 AM Worship/
Noisy Offering
25 Rally Day 26

8:30 AM Worship
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10:10 AM Last Sunday
Breakfast

11:00 AM Worship
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7:00 PM Lutheran Men

August 2024

EARLY SERVICE—8:30 A.M. + SUNDAY ScHoOL - 9:50 A.M. + WORSHIP SERVICE - 11:00 A.M.

Tuesday
30
10:00 AM Staff Meet-
ing-canceled

Pastor Keith—
vacation

6

10:00 AM Staff Meet-
ing

13

10:00 AM Staff Meet-
ing

20

3

Bulletin Deadline 10

a.m.

7:30 PM Choir
Practice
Pastor Keith—

vacation

14

Bulletin Deadline 10
a.m.

21

Newsletter Deadline Bulletin Deadline 10

10:00 AM Staff Meet-
ing

27

10:00 AM Staff Meet-

ing

a.m.

10:00 AM Dorcas

Quilters

28

Bulletin Deadline 10

a.m.

Wednesday
1

Thursday Friday
1 2
9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open
8 9

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open
Becky-Vacation

Becky-vacation

15 16

5:00 PM Merry Widows 9:00 AM Food Pantry

to home of Diane Spra- Open

dley

22 23
9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

29 30

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

Saturday
3

9:00 AM Food Pantry

Open

6:00-8:00 PM Merry
Widows to

Midlands Gospel

Singing, Gilbert

10

8:15 AM Parish Life to
Icehouse Market

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

17

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

24

9:00 AM Food Pantry

10:30 AM Soup Kitch-
en/Youth Volun-
teers

1:00 PM Merry Widows
to home of Faye
Harkin

31

9:00 AM Food Pantry
Open

Please check our calendar on the WLL website http://www.wittenbergleesville.org/ for the latest infarmation.
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Wittenberg Lutheran Church

P.O. Box 3447 PLACE
Leesville, SC 29070 STAMP
HERE

GATHERED IN BAPTISM + FED BY WORSHIP + SENT OUT AS SERVANTS
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